

Connections



by J. Weintraub


Be sure your seat belts are fastened, and seat backs and trays,


in preparation for our landing, are in upright


positions; passengers connecting with outbound flights,


please be advised, severe weather has caused some delays;


consult departure screens, scheduled gates may have been changed.


For those who have reached their final destination,


we wish to express our sincere appreciation


for having chosen us, and hope you’ll have a safe


and happy holiday with family and friends;


for those abandoning their family and friends,


against their better instincts, those who think they’ve made


a mistake, for those with regrets, who doubt


tomorrow, those who wish no longer to escape,


those who realize that they’ve arrived without


anyone they know, not one soul, there to greet


them, no business to transact, no one to meet,


just running somewhere else, away, from place to place,


for no reason at all, no end in mind,


or flying from despair or fear,


or from irredeemable sins or crimes--


you’ll never find redemption here; 


So, all of you with second thoughts, please remain


where you are; we’ll be taking off soon, after we land,


and going back, returning from where you came


to begin once again, perhaps, where once you began,


somewhere where you may know others, are by others known;


no need for boarding passes, seats are the same;


your seat belts should be fastened, seat backs and trays


Upright, and we’ll take you back where you belong, back home.
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